
CHLDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE & 
SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Agenda Item 56(d) 
 
Brighton & Hove City Council 

   
 

Subject: Items referred from the Council meeting held on 
the 17 December 2020 - Power of Youth Charter 
– Notice of Motion 

Date of Meeting:  11 January 2021 

Report of: Executive Lead Officer for Strategy, Governance 
& Law 

Contact Officer: Name:  Mark Wall Tel: 01273 291006 

 E-mail: mark.wall@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

Wards Affected: All  

 
FOR GENERAL RELEASE 

 
 
1. SUMMARY AND POLICY CONTEXT: 
 
1.1 To receive the following Notice of Motion which was debated at and referred from the 

full Council meeting held on the 17 December 2020. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
2.1 That the Committee responds to the motion concerning the Power of Youth Charter, 

either by noting it or where it is considered more appropriate, calling for an officer report 
on the matter as requested, which may give consideration to a range of options. 
 

3. CONTEXT / BACKGROND INFORMATION  
 

3.1 The following resolution from the full council meeting held on the 17 December 2020 for 
the committee to consider is detailed below: 
  

 

COUNCIL 
 

4.30pm 17 DECEMBER 2020 
VIRTUAL 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Councillors Robins (Chair), Mears (Deputy Chair), Allcock, Appich, 

Atkinson, Bagaeen, Barnett, Bell, Brennan, Brown, Childs, Clare, 
Davis, Deane, Druitt, Ebel, Evans, Fishleigh, Fowler, Gibson, 
Grimshaw, Hamilton, Heley, Henry, Hill, Hills, Hugh-Jones, Janio, 
Knight, Lewry, Littman, Lloyd, Mac Cafferty, McNair, Miller, Moonan, 
Nemeth, Nield, O'Quinn, Osborne, Peltzer Dunn, Phillips, Pissaridou, 
Platts, Powell, Shanks, Simson, C Theobald, Wares, West, Wilkinson, 
Williams and Yates. 
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PART ONE 
 

 NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

78. POWER OF YOUTH CHARTER 
 
78.1 The Notice of Motion as listed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Clare on 

behalf of the Green Group and formally seconded by Councillor Heley. 
 

78.2 Councillor Allcock moved an amendment on behalf of the Labour Group which was 
formally seconded by Councillor Williams. 
 

78.3 Councillors Brown welcomed the motion and the amendment but because of the 
reference to reducing the age of voting to 16 asked that the Conservative Group’s 
opposition to such a change be recorded in the minutes.  
 

78.4 Councillors Janio, Fishleigh and McNair also spoke on the motion and the amendment. 
Councillor Clare thanked everyone for their comments and confirmed that she was 
happy to accept the amendment. She hoped that the CYPS Committee would approve 
signing up to the Charter and improvements in communication and engagement with 
young people could be made so that they felt listened to. 
 

78.5 The Mayor noted that the amendment had been accepted and that the Council was 
happy to move to a vote on the motion as amended, and therefore put the revised 
motion to the vote: 
 

That this council: 

 agrees the importance of including young people’s voices in decision-making and 
commends the recent work on a ‘youth engagement’ action plan, which was 
created with young people themselves who worked hard on this initiative to ensure 
young voices have greater influence 

 commends the work of young people at the forefront of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, the Youth Climate Strikes, and in organising the Youth Climate 
Assembly 

 thanks Brighton and Hove Youth Council, YouthWise and Children in Care Council 
for their work in formally representing young people within council structures and 
recognises their importance 

 reaffirms its prior commitment to votes at 16 

This council therefore: 

 agrees, subject to Children, Young People & Skills Committee approval, to sign up 
to the ‘Power of Youth Charter’, using the youth engagement report as a basis for 
showing how we will meet its aims; 

 requests the Children, Young People & Skills Committee receive a yearly report on 
actions taken against the Charter across the council; 

 commits to using our communication channels as councillors and political parties 
to support the work of young people, as per the charter 
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 calls for a report to Children, Young People & Skills Committee, no later than April 
2021, that: 

 assesses the methods the Council uses to engage with young people; 

 seeks to improve our communication with young people through a 
collaborative process; and 

 explores how young people are consulted and their views considered in all 
local policy decisions that impact them. 

 
78.6 The Mayor then called on each of the Group Leaders to confirm their position as well 

as the Groups in turn followed by each of the Independent Members: 
 
Councillor Mac Cafferty stated that the Green Group were in favour of the motion as 
amended and this was confirmed by the Green Group Members; 
 
Councillor Platts stated that the Labour Group were in favour of the motion as 
amended and this was confirmed by the Labour Group Members; 
 
Councillor Bell stated that the Conservative were in favour of the motion as amended 
and this was confirmed by the Conservative Group Members; 
 
Councillor Brennan confirmed that she was voting for the motion as amended; 
 
Councillor Fishleigh confirmed that she wished to abstain from voting on the motion; 
 
Councillor Janio confirmed that he was voting against the motion as amended; 
 
Councillor Knight confirmed that she was voting for the motion.  
 

78.7 The Mayor confirmed that the motion as amended had been carried. 
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