Council Agenda ltem 6

Subject: School Admissions Arrangement 2026/27

Date of meeting: 27 February 2025

Proposer: Councillor Earthey
Seconder: Councillor Fishleigh

Ward(s) affected: All

Brighton and Hove Independent Group Amendment

To amend the recommendations set out in Paragraph 2 of the report that deletions
are made as shown with strikethreugh below and additional text are added as
shown in bold italics below:

2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

Recommendations:

That Full Council agrees to make no changes to the council’s admission
arrangements other than the proposed changes listed below in
recommendations 2.2 to 2.11. The full admission arrangements are set out
in Appendix 5.

That Full Council agrees to increase the Published Admission Number
(PAN) of Rudyard Kipling Primary School from 30 to 45 for entry into
reception year from September 2026

That Full Council agrees to amend the catchment area boundary between
Longhill High School and Dorothy Stringer and Varndean schools, as set
out in section 20 below.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Blatchington Mill School from 330 to 300 for entry into year 7
from September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Dorothy Stringer School from 330 to 300 for entry into year 7
from September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Longhill High School from 270 to 210 for entry into year 7 from
September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to make a change to the admissions priorities for
community secondary schools, to provide that at any school the
percentage of places for pupils eligible for Free School Meals within the



2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

oversubscription priorities 1-5 should be set at 30% of the Published
Admission Number (PAN).

That Full Council agrees to the introduction of a new Criteria 6 within the
oversubscription criteria for entry into community secondary schools in the
city, to be referred to as Open Admissions. This is to be set at 5% of the
total PAN of those schools and is only available to pupils living within a
single school catchment area in the city.

That Full Council agrees to increase the number of preferences that
families can express from three to four for admission from September
2026 onwards.

That Full Council agrees to make no change to the ‘relevant area’ for
school admissions purposes.

That Full Council agrees to the proposed primary and secondary school
coordinated schemes.

That Full Council notes the intention to review the Home to School
Transport Policy informed by the admissions arrangements determined by
Full Council, review capital expenditure on school buildings in 2025/26 and
evaluate the educational disadvantage strategy, Better Outcomes, Better
Lives.

That Full Council agrees to:

1. Conduct a survey of parents to identify why 65% of Longhill
catchment’s children attend a school outside of that catchment
and why many parents living in Kemptown, EIm Grove and
Hanover do not want to send their children there.

2. Support Longhill’s current school improvement and
development plan to address issues raised by the survey.

3. Assess the progress of the current improvement and
development plan.
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Recommendations set out in Paragraph 2 of the report to read if carried:

2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

Recommendations:

That Full Council agrees to make no changes to the council’s admission
arrangements other than the proposed changes listed below in
recommendations 2.2 to 2.11. The full admission arrangements are set out
in Appendix 5.

That Full Council agrees to increase the Published Admission Number
(PAN) of Rudyard Kipling Primary School from 30 to 45 for entry into
reception year from September 2026

That Full Council agrees to amend the catchment area boundary between
Longhill High School and Dorothy Stringer and Varndean schools, as set
out in section 20 below.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Blatchington Mill School from 330 to 300 for entry into year 7
from September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Dorothy Stringer School from 330 to 300 for entry into year 7
from September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to reduce the Published Admission Number
(PAN) at Longhill High School from 270 to 210 for entry into year 7 from
September 2026.

That Full Council agrees to make a change to the admissions priorities for
community secondary schools, to provide that at any school the
percentage of places for pupils eligible for Free School Meals within the
oversubscription priorities 1-5 should be set at 30% of the Published
Admission Number (PAN).

That Full Council agrees to the introduction of a new Criteria 6 within the
oversubscription criteria for entry into community secondary schools in the
city, to be referred to as Open Admissions. This is to be set at 5% of the
total PAN of those schools and is only available to pupils living within a
single school catchment area in the city.

That Full Council agrees to increase the number of preferences that
families can express from three to four for admission from September
2026 onwards.

That Full Council agrees to make no change to the ‘relevant area’ for
school admissions purposes.

That Full Council agrees to the proposed primary and secondary school
coordinated schemes.
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2.12 That Full Council notes the intention to review the Home to School
Transport Policy informed by the admissions arrangements determined by
Full Council, review capital expenditure on school buildings in 2025/26 and
evaluate the educational disadvantage strategy, Better Outcomes, Better
Lives.

2.13 That Full Council agrees to:

1. Conduct a survey of parents to identify why 65% of Longhill
catchment’s children attend a school outside of that catchment and
why many parents living in Kemptown, EIm Grove and Hanover do
not want to send their children there.

2. Support Longhill’s current school improvement and development plan
to address issues raised by the survey.

3. Assess the progress of the current improvement and development
plan.
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