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Dear Mrs Hardcastle 

Re: Licensing Act 2003 - Representation regarding the application for a Variation of a 

Premises Licence For: Presuming Ed Coffee House, 114 - 115 London Road, Brighton 

I refer to the application made by Prez Ed Ltd, for a variation of the Premises Licence at 

Presuming Ed Coffee House.  The proposal is to licence the first floor and extend the 

current terminal hours for all licensable activities from midnight until 1am every day as per 

the below: 

Performance of Dance, Performance of Recorded Music, Exhibition of a Film, Performance 

of a Play, Anything of a similar description to live music, recorded music and performance of 

dance, Late Night Refreshment, Performance of Live Music and Sale by Retail of Alcohol On 

the premises. 

The Licensing Team, in its role as a Responsible Authority, has concerns about this 

application and therefore I am submitting this representation on the grounds of the 

Prevention of Crime and Disorder and the Prevention of Public Nuisance.  This premises is 

also situated on London Road, which sits within the Licensing Authority’s Special Stress Area 

(SSA).  

As stated in the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy (SoLP), the SSA is deemed an area of 

special concern in terms of the levels of crime and disorder and nuisance experienced within 

it.  Our SoLP states that new and variation applications for premises within the SSA will not 

be subject to the presumption of refusal, but operators will be expected to pay special 

attention when drawing up their operating schedules and to make positive proposals to 
ensure that their operation will not add to the problems faced in these areas.   

Guidance issued under S182 of the Licensing Act 2003 states that in completing an operating 

schedule, applicants are expected to have regard to the statement of licensing policy for 

their area. The guidance goes on to say that applicants are expected to include positive 

proposals in their application on how they will manage any potential risks.  Where specific 

policies apply in the area (for example, SSA and matrix approach to decision making 

policies), applicants are also expected to demonstrate an understanding of how the policy 

impacts on their application, any measures they will take to mitigate the impact, and why 

they consider the application should be an exception to the policy.    
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The Licensing Technical Support Officers 

Environmental Health, Brighton & Hove City Council 

Bartholomew House, Bartholomew Square 

Brighton, 

East Sussex, 

BN1 1JP 

10/11/2025 

Email: brighton.licensing@sussex.police.uk 

Dear Corinne Hardcastle, 

RE: APPLICATION FOR A VARIATION OF THE PREMISES LICENCE FOR PRESUMING ED’S 

COFFEE HOUSE, 114-115 LONDON ROAD, BRIGHTON, EAST SUSSEX, BN1 4JG UNDER THE 

LICENSING ACT 2003. 1445/3/2025/08391/LAPREV 

I write on behalf of the Chief Officer of Police for Sussex to raise a representation against the grant of 
the above application on the grounds that it will undermine the Licensing Objectives of the prevention 
of crime and disorder, public safety and public nuisance. We also make reference to the Brighton & 
Hove City Council (BHCC) Statement of Licensing Policy (revised January 2021) and the Revised 
Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 (February 2025). 

This is a proposed variation application in an area of the City which is subject to a Special Policy 
adopted by Brighton & Hove City Council. The premises lies in the Special Street Area (SSA) (as 
defined in the BHCC Statement of Licensing Policy) and seeks to amend hours for licensable activity 
as well as to remove or amend the conditions that were placed on the licence by a Licensing Panel at 
a Hearing on 20th July 2016.  

Paragraph 3.2.2 of the Brighton and Hove City Council 2021 Statement of Licensing Policy states: 

“This Special Stress Area (SSA) is of concern to the licensing authority because of the relatively high 
levels of crime and disorder and nuisance experienced within it.” 

The licensing decision matrix on page 18 of the Council Statement of Licensing Policy  
(SoLP) suggests that new premises or premises licence variations asking for these licensable 
activities and hours are a ‘No’. While Paragraph 3.2.3 states that within the SSA “applications will not 
be subject to the presumption of refusal” it goes on to state that “operators will be expected to pay 
special attention when drawing up their operating schedules and to make positive proposals to 
ensure that their operation will not add to the problems faced in these areas”. 

The applicant did pre consult with Sussex Police but due to the fact that this premises licence was 
originally heard by a Licensing Panel to determine the exceptional circumstances and conditions, it is 
felt that this is appropriate again in the light of the changes that are being applied for. While the 
applicant has included a large amount of extra information and additional conditions within their 
paperwork, due to the premises location within the City, Sussex Police do not believe that this goes 
far enough to help mitigate the potential risk. The local concerns and issues that the area of London 
Road and the Level attracts, particularly in the warmer months, remain. Questions have been asked  
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