Council Agenda Item 54
12 December 2013 Brighton & Hove City Council

Subject: Council Tax Reduction Review — Extract from the
proceedings of the Policy & Resources Committee
meeting held on the 5" December 2013

Date of Meeting: 12 December 2013
Report of: Head of Law
Contact Officer: Name: Mark Wall Tel: 29-1006

E-mail: mark.wall@brighton-hove.gov.uk
Wards Affected: All

FOR GENERAL RELEASE

Action Required of the Council:
To receive the item referred from the Policy & Resources Committee for approval:

Recommendation:

(1) That the proposed Council Tax Reduction scheme for 2014/15 which is
unchanged from 2013/14 be approved;

(2) That the discretionary element of the scheme budget be set at £100,000
recurrently whilst maintaining one-off resources of £100,000 to top it up if
necessary.

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

4.00 pm 5 December 2013
COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOVE TOWN HALL

DRAFT MINUTES

Present: Councillor J Kitcat (Chair); Councillors Littman (Deputy Chair), G Theobald
(Opposition Spokesperson), Morgan (Group Spokesperson), Davey,
Hamilton, Lepper, A Norman, Peltzer Dunn and Shanks.

PART ONE



POLICY & RESOURCES 5 DECEMBER 2013

73.

73.1

73.2

73.3

73.4

73.5

COUNCIL TAX REDUCTION REVIEW

The Executive Director for Finance & Resources introduced the report which detailed
the outcome of the annual review of the council’s local Council Tax Reduction Scheme.
She stated that it was not proposed to make any changes to the existing scheme and
the reductions in funding in 2014/15 that the council receives from central government to
pay for the local scheme would be absorbed by the council and not passed on to those
in receipt of support.

Councillor Littman thanked the officers for the report and stated that he believed the
scheme was working well and thanks to the hard work of officers was paying dividends
for the council. He therefore fully supported the recommendation to retain the current
scheme for 2014/15.

Councillor A. Norman stated that the success of the scheme was the result of the hard
work of officers and the results were encouraging at this point in time, although she
hoped it would be carefully monitored.

Councillor Hamilton agreed that the scheme had only been in place for a short period
and therefore needed to be monitored to see if it would be successful.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

(1) That the analysis undertaken on the implementation and operation of the Council
Tax Reduction scheme in 2013/14 including the feedback from consultation be
noted;

(2) That the proposed Council Tax Reduction scheme for 2014/15 which is unchanged
from 2013/14 be recommended to council for approval;

(3) That it be noted that the Executive Director Finance & Resources will, prior to 1st
April 2014, exercise her delegated powers to increase the appropriate calculative
elements of the scheme, to give effect to national changes;

(4) That the council be recommended to agree that the discretionary element of the
scheme budget be set at £100,000 recurrently whilst maintaining one-off resources
of £100,000 to top it up if necessary; and

(5) That delegated authority be granted to the Executive Director Finance &
Resources to continue to commission an independent money advice service for
people who claim Council Tax Reduction for 2014/15.



